
For information about  daily trap counts 

and ground spraying, call the Mosquito 

Control Information line at 701-787-8144. 

LARVICIDING—Larvicides are one of the most effective control measures used for 

reducing mosquito populations in our community.  This process destroys the pests before 

they become flying and biting adult mosquitoes.    



Mosquitoes must have water to survive the early stages of their life.  After 

hatching from their egg, they’ll feed on microorganisms in the water.  Dur-

ing growth, they’ll molt (shed their skin) four times.  The stages between 

molts are called instars.  When the fourth instar larva molts, it becomes a 

pupa.  The pupa does not eat.  During this stage it metamorphosis from 

pupa to adult mosquito. 
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• The American Academy of Pediatrics says products containing DEET are “the most effective”  repel-
lents available and should be used when necessary to protect against insect and tick-borne     dis-
ease.  The AAP says use DEET-based repellents containing up to 30% on children older than two 
months of age. 

• Parents should apply repellent on their own hands and then smooth it on the child’s exposed skin. 

• Do not apply repellents containing DEET to a child’s mouth, hands or eyes. 

• Keep insect repellents out of the reach of small children and carefully follow label directions when 
using repellents. 

• Children under age 12 should not apply these products to themselves or others. 

• Do not assume that, just because insects are not biting you, they are not biting the children. You 
may need to reapply repellent to your youngsters as needed. 

• Always check children for ticks and insect bites after time spent outdoors. 

• Apply DEET-based repellents sparingly.  

• If bitten by any insect or tick, treat the bite site with a topical antibiotic. If rashes or flu-like symptoms 
occur within the next few weeks, seek medical attention immediately.  
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